The role of gender in an obstetrics and gynecology residency program.
A brief historical review of the role of female medical students and female physicians in American medicine is presented. The 1985-1986 Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology Residency Data Bank was analyzed for gender distribution. Questionnaire studies were undertaken to study the possible effect of the increasing number of female residents in an obstetrics and gynecology residency program. Queries were sent to current and former residents, the attending staff, and the nursing and anesthesiology staffs. In order to evaluate the national scene, letters were mailed to directors of programs with 20 or more residents. The overall results indicated female residents have a positive effect on residency training.